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No. D2-206170/2016/PHQ
Police Headquarters, Kerala
Thiruvananthapuram — 6951010
Dated : 14/11/2016

Executive Directive No. 9/2016

Sub: Waste dumping and Polluting Air and Water bodies — Enforcement
of act and rules — Special Drive — Instructions issued — reg.

Ref: 1). Circular No. 9/20166 dtd. 23.06.2016.
2). PHQ Office Order No. U4-96398/2016/PHQ dtd. 29/09/2016.

The Government of Kerala has launched the ‘Haritha Keralam’ initiative to keep out

state clean and green. To achieve this, the State Government is gearing up for a high voltage peo-
ple’s campaign involving all the stake holders. Suchitwa Mission, the State Government agency,
which co-ordinates the program has requested the whole-hearted participation fot he State Police
in this venture. As such, we have tied up with Suchitwa Mission to start and achieve the green
protocol in our offices. Instructions and guidelines have already been given to achieve zero waste
police premises for strict compliance. In addition, Suchitwa Mission and Government of Kerala
have also requested the involvement of Kerala Police in the enforcement of legal provisions for
preventing the littering, dumping and burning of waste in public places and polluting the air and
water bodies.

Accordingly, in continuation of the earlier orders, the following instructions are issued.

1.

All Police Stations in the State should participate and co-operative with the activities of State
Government Departments, Suchitwa Mission and local bodies in their efforts to achieve a
green and clean environment and preventing littering and unscientific treatment of solid and
liquid wastes in their locality. All SHOs, CIs and DySsP should take a pro-active role in
this venture.

Police can take cognizance of littering of wastes and polluting air and water bodies and
register cases under sections 269 r/w 278 of IPC and Section 120 (e) of Kerala Police Act.
Sections 340 (A) & 340 (B), 341 and 342 of the Kerala Municipalities Act 1994 and sections
219 (N), 219 (P) and 252 of the Kerala Panchayathi Raj Act are also relevant. These provi-
sions are detailed as annexure.

The SHOs, Cls and Sub-division officers all should take on active involvement in the imple-
mentation of the provisions as per the guidelines detailed below:




a. Role of SHQ

The SHOs should chalk out an action plan to make their locality free from littering with
solid and liquid type of waste and other hazardous substances as well as burning dumped plastic
wastes. This should be done in a phased manner.

Stage 1: Mapping :

At the first stage, black spots in which is high presence of waste dumping, burning of mixed
waste which contains plastic, rubber and other hazardous materials, waste water draining etc.
Polluting water bodies and canals should be identified with the help of local body authorities
(Grama Panchayat/Urban Local Bodies), Suchitwa Mission, health department and other agen-
cies concerned.

Stage 2 : Awareness Drive

In the second stage, an awareness drive engaging Janamaithri Beat Officers and Civil Police
Officers in Police Stations should be conducted to make the people aware of the environment,
health and social issues, legal provisions of waste dumping, burning and polluting air and water.
All agencies which have a stake in it should also be involved in this drive. Prior to the campaign,
a meeting of all such agencies should be held to chalk out the implementation strategy of this
drive. This should be completed within two months.

Stage 3 : Warning

As a sequel to this awareness drive, in the third stage, patrolling teams should be engaged
in finding out Littering, large scale dumping as well as mass burning of waste material in their
locality and also. Strong warning can be given to such culprits initially.

Stage 4 : Enforcement

In the final stage, patrolling should be intensified and persons who violate the provisions
and resort to waste dumping and dumping and burning in public places or polluting air or water
bodies should be booked and cases should be registered invoking the relevant legal provisions.

b. Role of CI:

The ClIs should initiate the action to co-ordinate all the stake holding agencies for the Pol-
lution Mapping and data collection. They should also organize the meeting of the stake holding
agencies in their jurisdiction prior to mapping and awareness drive. They should also closely
monitor the activities at Station Level and send a monthly CI level consolidated report to the
DySP and DPC concerned, regarding the program of this activity.

c. Role of DySP:

The sub-division officers should conduct a meeting of all CIs, SHOs under them and chalk
out a sub-divisional plan and time frame, taking into account the local specificities. They should




liaise with the local body authorities for the successful conduct of the mapping, awareness drive
and should from special patrol teams in the final stage to find out the bulk waste dumping, espe-
cially by commercial establishments, hospitals etc. They should also send a monthly Sub-divi-
sional level consolidated report to the DPC concerned.

d. Role of DPC :

All DPCs should closely monitor the progress of these activities in the their district, conduct
review meetings and send a monthly consolidated report to the State Police Chief through the
Range IsGP and ADGsP.

4. All Range IsGP and ADGsP are directed to closely monitor the program, hold monthly re-
view meeting and ensure timely sending of reports.

5. After six months, a state level evaluation will be done based on which SPC’s Trophy and
Rewards will be given away to one SHO each at district level and one CI each at the zonal
level, one DySP and one DPC at the State Level.

6. The State Project Management Committee of the Student Police Cadet program shall in-
clude Green Protocol Campaign as one of the prime items in their activity calendar.

Loknath Behra IPS
DGP & State Police Chief
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

Environment Department- Ban of the use of Compostable carry bags-Alternative
materials that can be used as a substitute for the banned single use plastic items - -
Orders issued

ENVIRONMENT(B) DEPARTMENT
G.0.(Ms)No.2/2020/ENVT Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 27/01/2020

Read 1 Press release dt 6.1.2020 of the Director, Department of Environment &
Climate change

2 G.O(MS) No 7/2019/Envt dt 17.12.2019
3 G.O (MS) No.6/2019/Envt dt 27.11.2019
RDER

Vide orders read as 2., 3. above, Govt have imposed a ban on the
manufacture, storage, transport and sale of single use plastic items in the State of
Kerala w.e.f 1.1.2020 and anyone found to be violating the Government Order will be
fined up to Rs 50000/- and cancellation of license.

After the issuance of the above Orders, State Government received
numerous representations about the use of carry bags and requesting to provide/list
out alternative materials that can be used as a substitute for the banned single use
plastic items. State Government had in GO cited 3. above, ordered that compostable
materials having the specified standard can be used as a substitute for the banned
plastic items. However it is noticed that fake compostable products resembling the
original in texture and tint, and difficult to distinguish at first look, are flooding the
markets negating the impact of the plastic ban and defeating the very intention of
Government of ridding the State and water bodies of single use plastic.

State Government have examined the whole matter in detail. Cloth
and paper carry bags had been used till recently in the State to buy goods and groceries.
These serve as reasonable substitutes for the banned plastic carry bags. A number of
micro and small scale units have now started production and supply of such plastic
free carry bags. The public response to the ban has been overwhelming and they have
started carrying their own bags to the market. Government therefore issued
clarification vide reference 1. cited.

Government hereby issue the order further clarifying the
banned items. It is recommended to use the following alternative non-plastic
/eco-friendly materials as a substitute for the banned single use plastic items.
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Both Branded and Non-branded compostable
alternatives/substitutes are banned for the
following items

Recommended non-plastic
substitutes

1.

Carry bags irrespective of thickness, made of
plastic

. Sheets made of plastic, for single-use spread

on tables in function venues, spread on plates
while serving food.

. Plates, cups and decorative materials made of

styrofoam or Thermocol

. Single-use utensils like cups, plates, dishes,

spoons, forks, straw, stirrer, made of plastic

. Non-woven bags, plastic flags, plastic bunting

. Plastic packets for packing fruits and

vegetables

. Plastic drinking water pouches

. PET/PETE drinking water bottles less than 500

ml

Cloth, paper bags

Paper spread

Glass, ceramic, steel, cups,
plates, paper and plant-based|
decorations

Glass, ceramic, steel,
wooden cups, plates, dishes,
spoons, forks, straw, stirrer

Cloth and paper bags, flags
and bunting

Paper and cloth bags

Banned, no substitute

Banned items for which compostable substitutes
can be used

Recommended
Compostable substitute
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1. Plastic-coated paper cups, plastic-coated paper
plates, plastic-coated paper bowls, plastic-
coated paper bags

2. Garbage Bags, including for hospital use, made
of plastic

Paper cups with PLA-
coating, certified by CPCB
and IS: 17088 compliant.

Compostable plastic
garbage bags, certified by
CPCB and IS: 17088
compliant

Compostable materials should also_adhere to the following guidelines -

1. The compostable plastic products shall have approval from Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) and the certificate issued by CPCB shall be valid at the
time of manufacture/sale/stocking/marketing of the product/s.

2. The compostable plastic materials shall bear details of the company that
manufacture, agency that market, the material specification, date of manufacture,
batch number, CPCB approval details with license number and validity etc, in the

form of QR code.

3. The product shall bear the title 'this is a purely compostable plastic product’

written in both English and Malayalam.

4. The product shall dissolve in Dichoromethane (Methylene dichloride) and this
shall be indicated in the packaging bag/cover/sheet material, as a preliminary test
for identification. This shall be printed on the product as' This product dissolve in

Dichloromethane (Methylene dichloride).

(By order of the Governor)
DR. USHA TITUS
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract

Environment Department- Ban on single use plastic items in the State w.e.f. 1.1.2020 -further
clarifications-Orders issued

ENVIRONMENT(B) DEPARTMENT
G.0.(Ms)No.4/2020/ENVT  Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 16/02/2020

Read 1. G.O(MS)NO 111/2019/LSGD dt 29.8.2019
2. G.O(MS) No 6/2019/Envt dt 27.11.2019
3. G.O(MS) No 7/2019/Envt dt 17.12.2019
4. G.O(RT) 128/2019/Envt dt 31.12.2019

5. G.O(RT) No.6/2020/Envt dt 17.1.2020

6 G.O(RT) 9/2020/Envt dt 23.1.2020

7. G.O(MS) NO. 2/2020/Envt dt 27.01.2020
ORDER

1. State Government had imposed a blanket ban on sale, manufacture, transport and
storage of single use plastic items in the State w.e.f. 1.1.2020 vide G.O read as 2nd
paper above. It was also ordered that compostable/bio-degradable materials having
specification as stipulated in the Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016 could be used
as a replacement/substitute for the banned single use plastic. KSPCB was authorized
vide GO read as 4th paper above to do tests and verify the degradability of the
compostable product and submit recommendations to Government.

2. It is now noticed that large quantities of fake compostable carry bags are entering
the market circumventing the plastic ban. The public and shop owners are generally
unable to distinguish them, defeating the very intention of Government to get rid of
plastic from the State. In the above context, State Government vide G.O read as 7th
paper above have issued further clarification listing out the alternative materials that
could be used as substitutes for banned single use plastic items. Accordingly carry
bags whether made of compostable materials or other materials were banned and
instead only cloth or paper bags are allowed to be used as carry bags.

3. Inthe case of hoardings, Government have already issued detailed order vide

G .0 read as Ist paper above banning the use of Flex/PVC materials and replacing
them with Cloth or Poly Ethylene materials only. It was clearly mentioned in the order
that plastic coated cloth camnot be used. But  plastic coated cloth like
polyster/nylon/korean cloth continue to be used for hoardings which cannot be
allowed.

4. Meanwhile Government have been receiving numerous representations from various
quarters seeking clarifications/suggestions/recommendations on the banned items. In




order to consider the various issues raised in these representations and to review the
general situation after the plastic ban, a Task Force was constituted vide G.O read as
5th and 6th paper above. The Task force met on 28.1.2020 and 4.2.2020 and
considered all the issues that were raised after the plastic ban.

5. Based on the decisions taken by the Task Force, Government hereby reiterate and
issue further clarification/order as follows:

i)  There is a complete ban on carry bags even those made of compostable
materials in the State and only cloth and paper bags free from plastic coating
should be used as carry bags.

ii) Plastic/plastic coated leaves used as plates are banned from the date of this order
iii) All product attached straws and other such items that are part of branded product
packaging are exempted from the ban and they come under the purview of EPR.

iv) Plastic sapling bags are banned. It should be substituted with non plastic materials.
For Grow bags, compostable materials can be used.

v) Garbage bags made of Compostable materials alone should be used for
collecting/segregating biomedical waste.

vi) In the wake of fake compostable products entering the market, random checks
shall be done on such products (products that are allowed to use compostable materials
as per G.O(MS)No0.2/2020/Envt dt 27.01.2020) and the authenticity/biodegradability
of the products shall be tested in the labs of NIIST, IIST and KSPCB authorized labs.

vii) Compostable products should bear the details of the company that manufacture it

the agency that market it, the material specification, date of manufacture, batch no,
CPCB approval details with license no. and validity etc in the form of QR code. The
product shall bear the title "this is a purely compostable product' written in English and
Malayalam. The product should dissolve in Dichloromethane (Methylene dichloride)
and this shall be indicated in the packaging as a preliminary test for identification.

viii) With regard to the hoardings and usage of alternative materials in place of banned

Flex/PVC hoardings the following guidelines are issued

1. The use of plastic coated cloth material for hoarding is strictly banned and
only cloth (plastic free), paper (plastic free) and Poly Ethylene material should
be used for hoardings as a substitute of flex/pve hoardings. While printing, it
should carry the logos 'recyclable, pvc free' expiry date , name of the printing unit and
printing no. The details of the consumer must be registered in the shop. For banners
carrying programme details, they shall be deemed to expire after the programme date
and those banners/hoardings having no expiry date are deemed to expire after 30 days
and will have to be removed by the installing agency.

2. All the printing units in the State should publicize that only compostable materials
will be used for printing purpose and this must be exhibited.

3. Those found to be violating the Government order will be liable to pay fine as
specified in the G.O read as lst and 2nd above, eventually leading to cancellation of

license

(By order of the Governor)
DR. USHA TITUS
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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