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MESSAGE

Election will be held in Kerala on 23rd April 2019 as part of the
Lok sabha election which is to be held in seven phases. Kerala, unlike
other states, celebrates all fairs and festivals differently by keeping green
protocol throughout. Kerala is preparing to conduct Election which is
otherwise a festival of democracy by strictly following green protocol.
The order of Hon’ble High Court of Kerala regarding the same has been
conducive in following green protocol. This venture can be successfully
envisaged only by the collective effort of the various political parties,
the bureaucrats and the general public. Kerala is going to have an elec-
tion following green protocol for the first time, in the history of India.
So there may arise many doubts regarding the same. Anticipating this
and to clear the doubts, Haritha Keralam Mission is publishing a hand-
book under their initiative - Green Protocol Practice: Queries & Replies.
This handbook might guide Kerala to conduct election following green
protocol to become a model to other states.

with best wishes

Teeka Ram Meena IAS
Chief Electoral Officer






MAKE THIS ELECTION
A GREEN ELECTION

The Election Commission of India, in its Model Code of Conduct
for the 2019 Lok Sabha Elections,has proposed to promote the usage of
eco-friendly materials during the election campaign. The Hon’ble High
Court of Kerala vide interim order No. WP(C) 7193/19 dated 11.03.2019
has banned the use of PVC flex boards and other non-bio degradable
materials as campaign materials in Kerala. The Chief Electoral Officer,
Kerala has released guidelines for conducting the election process in an
eco-friendly manner by following green protocol procedures. Political
parties and the public may have doubts regarding the complete and
effective implementation of these orders. This handbook is intended
to clear those doubts.



Can’t we then,
erect any
hoardings or boards?

- Of course, you can.

The ban is not on erecting hoardings

or boards, but on using non-bio
degradable materials for making them,
which are harmful to the environment.
Boards printed or written on cotton cloth,
boards printed on the newly developed
medium of paper and cloth, etc are now
easily available in Kerala. The PVC flex
can easily be replaced with the paper &
cloth medium as it can be printed using
the same flex printing machine instead of
PVC flex. Besides these items, natural and
eco-friendly materials like bamboo, reed,
palm leaf, spathe of areca palm, coir/
palm/grass mats etc can be used for
making attractive boards and other 7
election campaigning materials. ,_,_.3—""
Digital boards can also be displayed
at permitted spots.




How can flags, festoons
and other decorations
be done?

Flags, festoons and other
decorative items can be made
either in cloth or in paper.
Flags are usually made of
cloth. Let us decide to avoid
synthetic cloth and use only
cotton cloth for this purpose
this time. Festoons can also be
made using cotton cloth

or paper.

-
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~ Can we avoid bottled
drinking water during
house visits and
candidate’s
campaigning tour?

~ Surely. The squads going
for house wise campaign
can keep a steel water
bottle with them, so as
to avoid buying bottled
drinking water. Water
dispensers and steel cups
kept inside the vehicle of
the candidates can help

- avoiding thousands of

\ disposable cups and

" water bottles.




Anything else to be

. taken care of in the
‘f . N
. campaign vehicles?

&

Yes. Use only eco-friendly
materials to decorate the
vehicles. Materials such as
PVC flex, plastic and thermocol
should be completely avoided.
Instead, cotton cloth, paper
and other environment
friendly materials

can be used.




What else needs
to be taken care
of during public
meetings of
candidates?

Ensure that the garlands
used for receiving the
candidates are not made
of plastic. Garlands made
of flowers, cotton yarn and
shawls etc can be used
instead. Let the affection
towards our mother earth
exist along with the
affection towards our
candidates.

Haritha Keralam Mission
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What precautions are to be
taken for maintaining green
protocol while serving food
during the election campaign?

Parcels containing plastic packaging of food,
disposable cups and plates made of paper,
plastic and thermocol are to be avoided.
Steel plates, glass tumblers etc can be

used instead. These items are easily
available on rent. If all those who are
engaged in election campaigning
across Kerala act in this manner,
tonnes of non-bio degradable
material that destroy the
environment can be avoided.
This in turn will avert the
chance of an epidemic
outbreak during the next
monsoon season.

The election expenditure

can also be brought

down by a great extent by this.

»
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Can the political parties
do anything to spread
the message of

green election?

Of course, they can.
Green messages can be
included in the notices
and pamphlets printed
for distribution as part of
the election campaign.
The candidates can also
mention about their
unique environment
friendly campaigning
methods or the
environment friendly
activities that the
candidate will take

up if elected.




. Can we use election
. graffiti on walls?

Yes. Of course. But the habit of

pasting PVC stickers on walls and
pasting photos of candidates

along with the election graffiti

(wall writing) is increasing nowadays.
These are to be completely avoided. : 7
Let the graffiti be done using
brush and paint.
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Is there any
restriction for using
arches made of cloths?

Though the arches are
usually made of iron/
aluminium/ wooden
frame and cloth
covering, the letters
affixed on them would be
made of thermocol,
which are not even
recyclable. Let us avoid
them this time, and
ensure that the arches
contain banners written
on cotton cloth only and
not with thermocol or
PVC flex or plastic.




Is there anything
to be taken care
once the elections
\, are over?

Sure. Even when the election campaign

is done using only environment friendly
materials, it may cause pollution if the
campaign material is not properly
disposed after the elections. Those who
have installed the boards, banners, flags
and festoons etc shall remove them as

and when the election is over, segregate
them and hand them over to the Local Self
Government authorities. The Local Self
Government authorities will send them for
proper disposal. If all of us act this way, we
would create another history. Let us create
a new model for the entire nation, by
collecting even the thrown away photo
voter slips and send them for proper

~ disposal or recycling.




Can political parties and
the public get help from
any agencies?

_.";I:. ; .
-~ Of course. The Chief Electoral Officer, \
Kerala has entrusted Haritha Keralam :

Mission and Suchitwa Mission to set up
facilitation units from State level to Local
body level for assisting the political parties,
officials and the general publicin
maintaining green protocol through

out the election process. Doubts regarding
this can be cleared by contacting the
. district mission officers. 4




PHONE NUMBERS OF DISTRICT MISSIONS

District

Haritha Keralam Mission

Suchitwa Mission

Thiruvananthapuram

9188120321

9495330575

Kollam

9188120322

7025861463

Pathanamthi

tta 9188120323

9446534312

Alappuzha

9188120324

9447971317

Kottayam

9188120325

8848893176

Ernakulam

9188120327

9496035576

Idukki

9188120326

9567667220

Trissur

9188120328

8075650342

Palakkad

9188120329

8281340294

Malappuram

9188120331

9447065781

Kozhikkode

9188120332

8921940154

Wayanad

9188120334

9605709436

Kannur

9188120335

9447257785

Kasaragod

9188120336

9495219554

1. Boards, banners and hoard-

1. Boards, banners and

ings containing cotton cloth,
paper ,reed, bamboo, palm
leaves etc.

. Water dispensers , steel bot-
tles , steel cups, glass tum-
blers , steel plates etc

hoardings containing plastic

. All types of disposable items

including bottled water,
paper / plastic cups and
plates

. Cloth or paper flags and fes-
toons, cloth arches

Food packed in steel vessels
or plantain leaves

Flower garlands, cotton yarn
and shawl for receiving the
candidates

Plastic flags and festoons,
arches using plastic or
thermocol

Food items packed in plastic
sheets and containers

Plastic garlands




Hon’ble High Court Order : Direction to use only eco-friendly
materials for the purpose of advertisement during
ongoing election campaign in the state.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM
Present:
THE HONOURABLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE MR.HRISHIKESH ROY
&
THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE A.K.JAYASANKARAN NAMBIAR
Monday, the 11th day of March 2019/20th Phalguna, 1940
WP(C)} No.7193/2019(S)

PETETIONER

B.S. SYAMKUMAR, AGED 38 YEARS,

S/0 BALAKRISHNA PILLAI, KSRA-233 MUDIPPURA LANE,
AVANAVAN CHERRY VILLAGE, CHITTATTINKARA DESOM,
ATTINGAL, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM DISTRICT, PIN-695 1061.

RESPONDENTS

STATE OF KERALA,

REPRESENTED BY THE CHIEF SECRETARY,

GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN-695 061.
THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, "

LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT, GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN-695 0601.

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA,

REPRESENTED BY THE CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER KERALA,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM-695 Q€1.

THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY,

ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT, GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN-695 601.

THE MEMBER SECRETARY,

KERALA STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD,

PATTOM. P.0, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM-695 003.

Writ Petition (civil) praying inter alia that in the circumstances
stated in the affidavit filed along with the WP(C) the High Court be pleased
to issue a direction to use only eco-friendly materials for the purpose of
advertisement during ongoing election campaign in the State.

This petition coming on for admission upon perusing the petition and
the affidavit filed in support of WP(C) and upon hearing the arguments of
SRI.M. KANNAN, Advocate for the petitioner, SRI.K.V. SOHAN, STATE ATTORNEY
for R1, RZ & R4, SRI.MURALI PURUSHOTHAMAN, STANDING COUNSEL for R3 and of
SRI.T. NAVEEN, STANDING COUNSEL for R5, the court passed the following:




HRISHIKESH ROY, C.J. & A.KJAYASANKARAN NAMBIAR, J.

Dated this the 11" day of March, 2019
ORDER

Hrishikesh Roy, C.J.

The learned Adv.Sri.M.Kannan appears for the petitioner. Sri.K.V.Sohan, the
State Attorney accepts notice for the respondents 1, 2 and 4. The learned counsel

Sri.Mulari Purushothaman represents the E/ect/'o'h Commission of India (fespondent

No.3). Sri.T.Naveen, the learned Standing Counsel appears Kerala Slate Pollution

Controf Board (respondent No.5).

2. This Public Interest Litigation (PIL) is filed by citizen, seeking prohibition in
the usage of Poly Vinyl Chioride (PVC) Flex Boards, a key source of po!!utants, in the
forthcoming Lok Sabha Election, by the political parties/candidates. The petitioner
contends that the use of such PV Flex Boards .will be in negation of the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 as well as the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 not to
mention the violation of the rights of the citizens, under Articles 21 and 48-A of the
Constitution of India, for a clean and safe environment.

3. In his turn, the learned counsel Sri.Murali Purushothaman representing the
Flection Commission of India produces the copy of the communication dated
26.02.2019, addressed to all recognised National/State Political Parties, which
requires everyone to make the: forthcoming election eco-friendly, and opt for

elimination of single-use plastic materials in the election campaign. This is suggested
i




W.P(C). No.7193  of 2019

¢

by the Election Commission, in the interest of human health and environment. The

communication being relevant is extracted hereunder:-...

In this connection, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change has approached the Commission vide letter No.12/79/2018-HSMD

(Pt.) dated 17" January, 2019, (copy enclosed) with (he request to impress

upon all concerned to take up sustainable practices and try using alternate
option to single-use plastic during clections. 1t, inter-alia, mentions:-

"4 lot of the campaigning material including posters, cut-
outs, hoardings, banners, political advertisements, etc., is made of
plastic.  After the elections, the campaigning materials, are
discarded and become waste.  Such single-use plastic waste
generated during campaigning does not get collected and causes
choking of drainage and river systems, ingestion by stray animals,
Jand and water pollution, open air burning, etc. Leading to adverse
impacts on human health and environment. Some of these plastics
are Poly Vinyl Chloride (PVC) based, which ~produces. toxic
emissions on burning.

A number of alternate options to use of plastic in
campaigning material are available such as compostable plastics.
Natural fabrics, recycled paper material, etc. which have a lesser
environmental impact. Such materials need to be promoted as a
sustainable and envirorimentally sound management practice. The
upcoming General Elections present an excellent opportunity fo
introduce a behavioural change in election campaign and to promote
sustainable practices.”

Your attention is also drawn to Para 3 of Commission's instructions
No.509/241/ECVLET/FUNC/JUD/RCC/2011 dated 20™ April 2018, which
specifies that

"The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 and the Plastic
Waste Management Rules, 2016, and other applicable laws in this
regard are hereby adopted for disposal of the campaign material by
the local municipal authority and the cost for the same shall be
recovered from the candidates or political parties, as the case may
be, in accordance with the polluter pays principle”




W.P(C). No.7193  of 2019

Accordingly, the Commissioner reiterates that all political parties
should take adequate steps and measures to not use single-use plastic as
campaign materials (posters, banners etc.) during the elections in the
interest of human health and environment.

\

......................................................................................... drssensasereacsaeans

4. Besides the above, this High Court in other proceedings has issued
direction for removal of unauthorised PVC Flex Boards within the limits of various
local authorities in the State.

5. Taking note of these developments and the recent direction issued by the
Flection Commission of India, the matter is admitted. We also deem it appropriate
to order that all candidates and the National/State Political Parties must strictly

adhere to the aforequoted guidelines of the Election Commission, sa that only the

eco-friendly materials are used during the election campaign and there is no use of

PVC Flex Boards and other such non bio-degradable materials as campaign

material, in the State of Kerala.

sd/-
e HRISHIKTESH ROY,
CHIEF JUSTICE

sd/-
A.K JAYASANKARAN NAMBIAR,
JUDGE
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Guidelines issued by the Chief Electoral Officer, Kerala
for Organizing Eco friendly Lok Sabha Election 2019
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Haritha Keralam Mission, TC 2/3271(3)(4), Haritham,
Kuttanadu Lane, Pattom Palace P O, Thiruvananthapuram 695004
E-mail : haritham@kerala.gov.in



